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Newsletter 

Shannon Davis – 

Let the Dragons Fly 

Let us celebrate YOU! Join us for a  meal in your honor. Learn more here. 

https://www.reachdane.org/Provider%20Appreciation%20Flyer.pdf


  

A big welcome to our new Satellite Affiliate members,  
all with shared goal of achieving accreditation! 

 

Temitope Oluti – Flourish Childcare Center 

Geneva Felder – Felder’s Family Child Care 

Christina Walker – Christina Daycare Place 

Denver Cruickshank – Denver’s Little Sunshine 

Ofelia Uribe Sotero – Nuevo Amanecer 

Stephanie Winkel ran a family child care in 
Neenah and Appleton from 2012-2024. Before 
opening her family child care, Twinkeling Stars 
Nature Preschool, she attended UW-Oshkosh 
where she graduated with a bachelor’s degree in 
Early Childhood-Middle Adolescence Education. 
During her family child care years, she went 
through the National Family Child Care 
accreditation process and was accredited from 
2015-2018. 

In addition to becoming accredited, Twinkeling 
Stars was a certified nature-based classroom, and 
Stephanie continues her passion of getting 
children outdoors in all weather. In 2020, 
Stephanie became an adjunct instructor in the 
Early Childhood Department at Fox Valley 
Technical College. She also has provided trainings 
at a variety of conferences. Wanting to engage 
with other family child care providers on a 
consistent level, she became president of a local 
family child care support group in the Fox Cities. 

Stephanie is excited to join the Satellite team 
where she can support family child care providers 
all over Wisconsin. She is a firm believer in the 
beauty of the family child care model, and helping 
providers express their own passions, values, and 
niches in the field. 



 

 

 

  

SPOTLIGHT ON 

Tesoritos Family Childcare 
Program Owner: Karla Gonzalez Ramirez, Accredited Satellite Provider 

 

 
“Our program is called Tesoritos Family Childcare. I personally 
started working in the child care profession with my mother 
when I was 15 years old, since she has her own daycare and 
she encouraged me to take classes related to child care. I was 
her assistant. Then I decided to work as a nursing assistant for 
a few years. In March 2022, with the collaboration of my 
husband, we decided to open our own home daycare since I 
had experience as my mother's assistant and understood the 
concept.” – Karla Gonzalez Ramirez 

“With the help of 4C and Satellite, I opened my own daycare in a 
short time and was able to obtain my city license in a few months. 
I think that like every business that starts at the beginning, the 
challenge we had was to fill the spaces quickly, but the parents 
who came at the beginning and their recommendations helped 
us fill the spaces quickly. What I like most about my profession is 
that I can collaborate with the learning and preparation for the 
future of the children in my care. My husband and I continue to 
educate ourselves to stay updated and be able to offer better 
service.” – Karla Gonzalez Ramirez 



 

Upcoming Professional Development 

   

Children as Naturalists: Forest School in Family Child Care 

This course will introduce Forest School as an approach to guiding curriculum practices in family child care 

through the six principles: long-term, nature, community, risk, holistic learning, and leadership. Participants 

will learn what forest school looks like in a wide variety of locations, why time in nature is so valuable to young 

children, and how educators may keep children safe while supporting healthy risk-taking behaviors. Co-

founder of Gather: A Forest School Community Ashley Causey-Golden, licensed clinical social worker Janna 

Hack, and accreditation consultant Jen Jorgensen will lead the discussion.  

April 17; 6 – 8 PM Zoom English and Spanish  2 hours of Registry credit 

Register here (by 4/15) 

  

Exploring Quality in Family Child Care: Should We Tell Children to Apologize? 

Licensed clinical social worker Janna Hack will explore what we are hoping children will gain from making 

apologies versus what can happen when we force children to apologize. Participants will learn strategies for 

what we can do to support children’s development in empathy, conflict resolution, and accountability for the 

impact of their actions on others. 

May 7; 1 – 2 PM Zoom English and Spanish  1 hour of Registry credit 

Register here (by 5/3) 

 

 

https://letsgather.mn.co/
https://forms.gle/ur7frz4rQ2tWXhxV8
https://forms.gle/X3z3PLQMUZHAqXfg8


 
 

Satellite Calendar 

Evening Professional Learning Opportunities 
Dates Time Event Location Registration Registry 

hours* 
🌐 

Curriculum Philosophy Series 
April 17 6-8 pm Children as Naturalists: Forest School in 

Family Child Care 
Zoom Register here! 

by 4/15/24 
2 E, Sp 

May 15 6-8 pm Children as the Co-Constructors of Their 
Own Learning: Emergent Curriculum in 
Family Child Care  

Zoom Register here! 
by 5/13/24 

2 E, Sp 

June 26 6-8 pm Fostering True Play in Your Program: 
AnjiPlay in Family Child Care 

Zoom Register here! 
by 6/24/24 

2 E, Sp 

July 17 6-8 pm Nurturing Children’s Imagination: Waldorf 
in Family Child Care 

Zoom Register here! 
by 7/15/24 

2 E, Sp 

August 14 6-8 pm Building Children’s Independence: 
Montessori in Family Child Care 

Zoom Register here! 
by 8/12/24 

2 E, Sp 

September 11 6-8 pm Children as Naturalists: Forest School in 
Family Child Care 

Zoom Register here! 
by 9/9/24 

2 E, Sp 

Single Training Sessions 
October 9 6-8 pm Making it work – incorporating rich art 

experiences into a mixed age setting in your 
family child care program 

Zoom Register here! 
by 10/7/24 

2 E, Sp 

November 13 6-8 pm Nature based programming during the 
winter – indoors and out in your family child 
care program 

Zoom Register here! 
by 11/11/24 

2 E, Sp 

December 11 6-8 pm Pleasant children's transitions between 
daily activities in your family child care 
program, including the wisdom and 
examples from Satellite programs 

Zoom Register here! 
by 12/9/24 

2 E, Sp 

Saturday Events 

Dates Time Event Location Registration Registry 
hours* 

🌐 

September 28 9-5 pm Safety Saturday (Only for programs 
participating in Satellite’s accreditation 
system) 

Satellite 
Office 

Coming soon 7 E, Sp 

 

  Obtaining Registry Credit* for Satellite’s Virtual (Zoom) Professional Development Sessions 

To receive Registry credit at the conclusion of virtual (Zoom) professional development, follow these steps:  

1. Each participant must register individually even if viewing the training with other participants on the same screen.  

2. You must be present for the entire session. Late arrivals may not be admitted.  

3. At the conclusion of the session, you complete an evaluation and then enter your information to receive Registry credit.  Thi s 

must be completed at the end of the session or your professional development hours will not be entered into the Registry by 

Satellite Family Child Care System. ** 

You can view and print your proof of attendance through your Wisconsin Registry account. It may take several weeks before your 

attendance is entered into the Registry. Certificates of completion will not be mailed or emailed to participants.  

**If you do not complete the steps above and wish to receive professional development credit for a Satellite event that you a ttended, you 

will need to complete the DCF form “Continuing Education Record—Independent Reading/Video Viewing “ found here: 

https://dcf.wisconsin.gov/cclicensing/ccformspubs  

https://forms.gle/XEXqpAFGDvy7mGUN9
https://forms.gle/k9U9kjCxs4PLBe677
https://forms.gle/BKEhBLo5bwZVvDFEA
https://forms.gle/xxe7PrPcFFUCpxfGA
https://forms.gle/WUSsgJdcRFrtBKSw6
https://forms.gle/81BGkJuwx8J3iLdj6
https://forms.gle/Lp2j98tnfM9MxyZs8
https://forms.gle/4dGHhng7cJKoidRo7
https://forms.gle/iqq8DyHwLomDeAsq5
https://wiregistry.org/
https://dcf.wisconsin.gov/cclicensing/ccformspubs


 

 

Exploring Quality in Family Child Care 
Dates Time Topic Location Registration Registry 

hours* 
🌐 

April 9 1-2 pm How Your Walls and Shelves Impact 
Children’s Development 

Zoom Register here! 
by 4/5/24 

1 E, Sp 

May 7 1-2 pm Should We Tell Children to Apologize? Zoom Register here! 
by 5/3/24 

1 E, Sp 

June 11 1-2 pm Defining Your Philosophy Zoom Register here! 
by 6/7/24 

1 E, Sp 

July 9 1-2 pm Risky Play Zoom Register here! 
by 7/5/24 

1 E, Sp 

August 6 1-2 pm Back-and-Forth Interactions  Zoom Register here! 
by 8/3/24 

1 E, Sp 

September 24 1-2 pm Child-Directed Play Zoom Register here! 
by 9/20/24 

1 E, Sp 

Guided Book Studies (English only) 

Dates Time Book Location Registration Registry 
hours* 

🌐 

July 11 – 
August 29 

1-2 pm Last Child in the Woods: Saving our Children 
from Nature-Deficit Disorder 

Zoom Register here! 
by 6/13/24  

16 E 

October 3 – 
November 21 

1-2 pm Last Child in the Woods: Saving our Children 
from Nature-Deficit Disorder 

Zoom Register here! 
by 9/5/24  

16 E 

Enjoyable time with other family child care providers 

Dates Time Event Location Registration 🌐 

April 21 6-8 pm Provider Appreciation Dinner The District 
Eau Claire 

Register here! E 

May 14 5:30-8:30 
pm 

Provider Appreciation Dinner Tenney Park Shelter 
Madison 

Register here! E, Sp 

May 22 6-8 pm Provider Appreciation Dinner Pullmans at Trolley Square 
Appleton 

Register here! E 

September 25 6-8 pm Gathering in Appleton – dinner 

and mindful art activity 

Appleton Coming soon E 

October 2 6-8 pm Provider Appreciation Dinner Milwaukee 
 

Register here! E, Sp 

October 23 6-8 pm Gathering in Madison -- dinner 
and mindful art activity 

Madison Coming soon E, Sp 

 

Key 

🌐 Language E English Sp Spanish  

 

  

https://forms.gle/Mk9jxqF8G2zz3msp7
https://forms.gle/JxMc8hfwfJwhwfUQ9
https://forms.gle/Xzr8b7N9PT6GghiN9
https://forms.gle/JRN3GEwkMjHR9g7a7
https://forms.gle/v6LzypCFfWtUjze47
https://forms.gle/HRHnLdu4cXVSLsoa9
https://forms.gle/8us4fvuoHcysAhrv9
https://forms.gle/Ao6BbNMMfmED1oqY9
https://forms.gle/Ao6BbNMMfmED1oqY9
https://forms.gle/51qdQ5yf3LsWEmk28
https://forms.gle/kAkSFcBDZ67VBcLw5
https://forms.gle/aAxWpzZdPfz9wRdaA
https://forms.gle/M6WTEgDAMFoxwaH78


 

 



  

Pick-up and drop-off of equipment and units occurs during consultant visits 

to your program.  Additional exchanges of equipment and units may occur 

at the Satellite office.  Communicate with your accreditation consultant to 

determine a day and time when Satellite staff are present.  

 

Satellite Equipment, 

Units and Book Loans  

 

 

Satellite members have full access to Satellite’s equipment and curriculum units. Check the 

link below regularly to view our full lending options. When you sign up for equipment and 

units, your consultant will inform you of whether the item is available immediately or if you’re 

on the waitlist. 

 

Unit Blocks 

Table Top Light Panel 

Browser Box 

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSfNDOfyUGaWv5LDP_CDGk6nc-Up6hUvE8-iV1Y2oQx5HUfSNQ/viewform?usp=sf_link
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSfNDOfyUGaWv5LDP_CDGk6nc-Up6hUvE8-iV1Y2oQx5HUfSNQ/viewform?usp=sf_link


Playground Equipment 
Relevant Satellite Accreditation Standards 

Home Safety Checklist 

43. Cushioning materials (i.e., mats, wood chips, or sand) are used under climbing equipment, slides, and 

swings--according to Wisconsin State Licensing’s recommended guidelines for depth. 

   

The Basics 
Why is playground safety important? Injuries sustained from home playgrounds can be significant and can 

even result in death. 50,000 children in the United States visit hospital emergency rooms every year because of 

injuries on home playgrounds, accounting for one out of five playground-related injuries. 80% of the injuries occur 

when children fall off equipment. Of the reported deaths of children younger than age 15 that involved playground 

equipment, 70% occurred in home locations. Severe injuries are most common on the upper extremities, including 

the head and neck, and have the potential for long-term consequences or death. The likelihood of severe injury is 

closely tied to the type of surfacing underneath the playground. Non-impacting-absorbing surfaces, including grass 

and dirt, double the risk of severe injury from falls, while loose-fill materials like sand, pea gravel, and engineered 

wood fiber provide shock-absorbing properties that reduce the chance of significant injury from falls. Minimizing 

the risk of injury by properly planning, constructing, and maintaining outdoor play areas is key to keeping children 

safe and happy outdoors. 

How do I keep children safe when they fall? Family child care professionals are responsible for planning and 

maintaining a safe outdoor environment. To minimize risk of injury, playground equipment like climbing structures, 

swings, and slides with a fall height of 36 inches or higher must: 

• Not be placed over concrete or asphalt. 

• Be placed atop loose-fill materials filled to the recommended depth by height. 

• Be positioned in an area with a fall zone of 6 feet in all directions. 

I want to learn more! 

• Outdoor Home Playground Safety Handbook 

• Licensing Rules for Family Child Care DCF 250.06 Physical plant and equipment 

• Playground Information to Use with the Environmental Rating Scales 

• Is Your Playground Safe for Kids? 

• National Program for Playground Safety 

• Child’s Play Surface that Protects Against Falls 

• Playground Surface Safety Drop Test 

 

 

 

 

  

https://www.cpsc.gov/s3fs-public/324.pdf
https://dcf.wisconsin.gov/files/ccregulation/cclicensing/commentary/250-06.pdf
https://ers.fpg.unc.edu/sites/ers.fpg.unc.edu/files/playground%20revised%2010-28-10.pdf
https://www.ndsu.edu/agriculture/sites/default/files/2023-01/fn1374.pdf
https://www.playgroundsafety.org/
https://youtu.be/tZ8u1g10RFI?si=rSzLgp9TUbefmwTf
https://youtu.be/0nTeQdvjbBA?si=ilkfLDDWCQtsN-Rm


 

  

Satellite Services 
• Mentor Program 

• Satellite new member application  

• Resource loans—equipment, curriculum units, & resource books 

• Report your family child care program’s child openings here 

Wisconsin 
• T.E.A.C.H. Scholarship Program 

• REWARD Stipend Program 

• Wisconsin Early Childhood Shared Services Network (WEESSN) 

• The Wisconsin Registry 

• Child Care Forms and Publications (Licensing) 

• YoungStar Connect 

• Early Childhood Mental Health Consultation 

Professional Organizations focused only on Family Child Care 
• Wisconsin Family Child Care Association  

• Home Grown  

• National Association for Family Child Care  

The April Financial Wellness session is:  

Manage Money through Multiple Savings! The new era of budgeting is here 

with many people using savings accounts to keep track of their earnings, 

spending, and savings by using multiple savings accounts. This session will 

share insights on how you can create an electronic budget, and system that 

works for you to manage your money and work on your financial goals at the 

same time. 

Listen to the recording here. 

(Use “Reach Dane” as the organization with whom you’re affiliated)  

 

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLScFKDAk7Ev8eeJFJi_tnnGbnUC8A6pttM0fnAomwVxBWlMLsg/viewform?usp=sf_link
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSfhC41nZhMJeuoDxfmAOKQMExMKfOd_M2xi7O1HJBVyt6u7zA/viewform?usp=sf_link
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSfNDOfyUGaWv5LDP_CDGk6nc-Up6hUvE8-iV1Y2oQx5HUfSNQ/viewform?usp=sf_link
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSf5cUgBhVj02maXxvRHNmtz2ei73oiGx1MDtOe4TYt1zIEubA/viewform?usp=sf_link
https://wisconsinearlychildhood.org/programs/t-e-a-c-h/oportunidades-de-beca-para-educadores-de-la-primera-infancia/
https://wisconsinearlychildhood.org/programs/reward/
https://wisconsinearlychildhood.org/programs/weessn/
https://wiregistry.org/
https://dcf.wisconsin.gov/cclicensing/ccformspubs
https://www.youngstarconnect.com/
https://echc.wisc.edu/
https://www.wisconsinfamilychildcare.org/
https://homegrownchildcare.org/
https://nafcc.org/
https://summitcreditunion.zoom.us/rec/share/sa-nZAUlx23S1sysXgsGfGQCsCwK_2-KZU0XAiC_KuC0KwU13HBZO4Uhpl6f2rJ6.rOwD6RFxmnPKlHar?startTime=1709760095000


 

  

YoungStar Quality Adjustment Increase 
Providers who receive 4- or 5-star ratings on the YoungStar Quality Rating and Improvement System* 
and who care for children enrolled in the Wisconsin Shares child care subsidy program are eligible 
for quality adjustment payments. If you accept Wisconsin Shares but are not currently serving any 
families receiving the subsidy, you will not receive an adjustment. 

*Programs accredited through Satellite Family Child Care System receive a 4- or 5-star rating. 

Beginning with the March 2024 payment, through the June 2024 payment, adjustment percentages 
will be increased to: 

• 15% for 4 Star providers 
• 30% for 5 Star providers 

Learn more here. 

Calculate Your Own Time-Space Percentage 
Click here for more information! 

Reduce your taxes 

by calculating 

your correct time-

space percentage. 

https://dcf.wisconsin.gov/youngstar/providers/quality-adjustment
https://www.tomcopelandblog.com/blog/calculate-your-own-time-space-percentage
https://www.tomcopelandblog.com/blog/calculate-your-own-time-space-percentage


  

Satellite Family Child Care Circle 

A virtual space for Satellite family child care providers to connect, learn, and 

share. This group is only for providers affiliated with Satellite Family Child Care 

System. We want this to be your space to share ideas, photos, activities, and 

more! 

 

For more information, please contact: 

Grace Eilers 

geilers@reachdane.org 

(608) 400-2823 

 

Noche Latina 

A monthly event for Spanish speaking, Satellite affiliated family child care 

providers and their families held at Satellite’s office. Noche Latina focuses on 

building a network of supportive relationships among Latina providers and their 

families. We also have a lot of fun! 

 

For more information, please contact: 

Estella Vargas 

evargas@reachdane.org 

(608) 852-7724 

 
 

https://www.facebook.com/groups/1317770879157590/
mailto:geilers@reachdane.org
mailto:evargas@reachdane.org


 

 

 

 

 

 

  

   

 

Arcoíris 
The purpose of the Arcoíris support group is to provide meetings with child care providers. The goal of the 
Arcoíris support group is to share resources with each provider who attends the meetings. There is no cost 
to the Arcoíris support group for providers who want to attend. Meetings are the third Friday of every month 
from 6:30-8:30 pm. Meetings are usually at a Madison-area provider's home, but can also be at a 
restaurant, park, library, etc. For the meeting, each provider is invited to bring a dish, dessert, or drink to 
share. During the meeting, the food that has been provided is shared. Ideas, resources, situations are also 
shared and new providers who are attending the meeting are introduced. The Arcoíris support group 
maintains confidentiality inside and outside the meetings of all topics discussed.  This group is conducted 
in Spanish. 

For more information, please contact: 

Margarita Ugalde 

ugaldemargarita7@gmail.com 

 

 
 

Sojourn 

Sojourn is a community of accredited family child care professionals who empower one another to reach 

their own unique potential through person connections, reflective process, and shared leadership. We 

strive for a balance between personal and professional issues in our discussions. We use a shared 

leadership model for Sojourn meetings which allows each member to grow and participate in various roles. 

Join Sojourn to build relationships with other professional child care providers, experience professional 

growth through group process responsibilities, and participate in discussion about family child care issues. 

This group is conducted in English and meets in the Madison area. 

For more information, please contact: 

Shannon Davis              Chris Torres 
badgerclan2@gmail.com   rctorres8881@gmail.com 

 
 

Satellite believes in the power of community. Consider attending a family child care 

provider-led group affiliated with Satellite. Participation in all support groups is a 

benefit of Satellite and completely voluntary. 

mailto:ugaldemargarita7@gmail.com
mailto:badgerclan2@gmail.com
mailto:rctorres8881@gmail.com


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

  

Amy Christianson 
Language Access, Curriculum, and 

Satellite Director 
achristianson@reachdane.org 
 

Laura Simkin 
Satellite Associate Director 
(608) 381-2676  

lsimkin@reachdane.org 
Contact Laura with all general questions 

related to accreditation and Satellite services. 

  

Mykenzie Lerg (Lemberger) 
Accreditation Consultant 
(608) 843-5378   

mlerg@reachdane.org 

 

Estella Vargas 
Accreditation Consultant 
Bilingual (Spanish/English)  

(608) 852-7724 

evargas@reachdane.org 

Jen Jorgensen 
Accreditation Consultant 
(608) 416-9531 

jjorgensen@reachdane.org 

Satellite  

(608) 275-6740  

satellitefcc@reachdane.org 
 

Mailing and drop-off address: 
2096 Red Arrow Trail, Fitchburg, WI 53711 

 

Label mailed and dropped off items with “attention:  

Satellite” & and the Satellite staff person’s name 

 

CONFIDENTIALITY 

Satellite staff keep confidential within Satellite your program’s 

information that you share with your accreditation consultant, the 

Satellite director and associate director.  This information is 

documented in records of contact that only Satellite’s staff access.  

Satellite’s team works together, harnessing our collective skills and 

knowledge to support your program. 

Need assistance?  Contact us so we can help! 

Grace Eilers 
Family Child Care Content Specialist 
(608) 400-2823  

geilers@reachdane.org  

  

Rachel Halstead  
Accreditation Consultant 
(608) 690-0174 

rhalstead@reachdane.org 
 

Stephanie Winkel 
Accreditation Consultant 
(608) 416-3996 

swinkel@reachdane.org 
 

mailto:achristianson@reachdane.org
mailto:lsimkin@reachdane.org
mailto:mlerg@reachdane.org
mailto:evargas@reachdane.org
mailto:jjorgensen@reachdane.org
mailto:satellitefcc@reachdane.org
mailto:geilers@reachdane.org
mailto:rhalstead@reachdane.org
mailto:swinkel@reachdane.org


 

Equipment and 
Curriculum Unit 

Loans

Connections with 
other family child 

care providers

Mentorship 
Program

Professional 
development 

focused on family 
child care

Lending library of 
teacher resource 

books 

Program 
Assessment 
Resources

Child Assessment 
Resources

Leadership 
Opportunities

Accreditation 
Consultant

Thank you to our partners for helping us provide these services at no 

cost to participants: 

 

 

 

 

     

https://www.youngstarconnect.com/
https://madisoncollege.edu/?page=start
https://occfr.wisc.edu/

